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Welcome to I CAN! We are so proud of the young people, 
parents/carers and schools which we work with and our 
sincere thanks goes to all of them, including our phenomenal 
team, for all their support and preparation of our 10th I CAN 
Expo.

The idea for I CAN was formed in my head from all the people 
who believed in me growing up, much more than I believed 
in myself. Eventually their belief rubbed off on me. Today we 
say the same to you: we completely believe in you and I CAN 
Expo 2025, just as this event has done for 10-years, is a day 
for autistic young people to connect and confidently shine. 

Autistic people are some of the bravest people I know. One of 
our values at I CAN is ‘we are gutsy’. The greatest privilege for 
me at I CAN is seeing the sheer guts of autistic young people 
and I CAN staff. We should all be really proud to be connected 
to this word ‘autism’: it bonds us together in an understanding 
of the determination, authenticity, hyper-focus, loyalty, humour 
and brilliance that autistic people bring to the table.

Thank you for believing in the I CAN message and for believing 
in us. On behalf of directors David, Julia, Anthony and Ken, I 
would like to thank the organisations who have helped power 
today: to our supporter Newsboys Foundation, the Australian 
Government’s National Disability Conference Grants Program 
and sponsors Victorian Department of Education, Amaze, ANZ, 
La Trobe University, Positive Partnerships, Autism Spectrum 
Australia, 4GR, ACD, MyCareSpace, AbilityWorks, Kaboose, 
Aspergers Victoria, Light Occupational Therapy, Whereto,            
Vic SRC, ydas and Focus Bear. 

1.

Top: Our Founder & CEO, Chris Varney delivering his TEDx Talk. 

Centre: I CAN School® student, Genevieve presents her ‘I CAN BE ME’ 

talk at the 2023, I CAN Expo. Bottom: Chris presents at the 2022 I CAN 

Expo at ANZ Docklands. 

EVENT SPACE DETAILS  

Chris Varney                   
I CAN Founder & CEO 
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Melbourne Room 1: Presentations & Exhibitors
This is where our event starts and ends. Meet special guests, 
sponsors, visit exhibits and enjoy some truly inspirational talks.
Room 203: Presentations & Professional Development
Panel discussions, workshops and masterclasses. 
Room 207: Recharge Room. A quieter space with sensory-friendly 
objects & activities. *Attendees under 18 years must be 
accompanied by an adult. Open from 10am - 2pm 



       Registrations - 9:00am - 9:30am                   

Morning Tea - 10am - 10:30am                  
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‘What is Autism/Neurodiversity?’ - Chris Varney

Guest Speaker - Em Rusciano, AuDHD’er & Comedian

‘Executive Functioning Hacks’ - Bianca Eastaway & Nina Dash (I CAN Mentors)

‘Imposter syndrome as a multi-class athlete’ - Abbigail Garbellini (Aquinas)

‘Musicals and how to write one’ - Owen Poot (Aquinas College)

Panel Discussion: ‘Making friends’ - Ryan, Caleb, Poppy & Pat (I CAN Staff)

‘Friendships I’ve made at I CAN’ - Eve Kelly (Aquinas College)

‘How I built my own business’ - Henry Kerr (Aquinas College)

‘My Uni Experience’ - Bec Pane (I CAN Mentor)

Student Panel Discussion: Drawing and Art: Art sharing
‘I CAN Disability Inclusion Ambassadors’ - Rachael Hamilton & Cylan Waldhart 

Student Panel Discussion: Dungeons and Dragons
Panel Discussion: ‘I CAN Colleagues to good friends’ - Bec, Jaksen, James

The ANZ Spectrum Program
The AMAZE School Can’t Toolkit - Fiona Ransley & Dr Angela Neyland

‘The Amazing Digital Circus’ - Verity Winthrop (Kilbreda College)

‘Hooked on Crochet’ - Louisa Healy (Kilbreda College)

‘My I CAN Experience’ - Genevieve Spiteri (I CAN Mentor)

Closing Ceremony - I CAN Board Members

‘The History of Soccer’ - Hussein Brahimi (Simonds Catholic College)

‘AFL’ - Harry Power (Simonds Catholic College)

Positive Partnerships - Working to support autistic school-aged students - Sally Midwood

La Trobe OTARC - Encouraging physical activity in autistic young adults - Rob Anderson 

‘Heroes in our own right’ - James Schiavone (I CAN Mentor)

Student Panel Discussion: Minecraft
‘High School Years’ - Christian Tsoutsouvas (I CAN Mentor)

‘Cookie Game’ -Tapae Biddle Tai (Lakeview Senior College)

‘Who am I?’ - Jaymi Rowarth (Point Cook Secondary College)

‘I CAN’- Lucas Yang (Viewbank College)

‘Primates’ - Nihaar Naik (Viewbank College)

Department of Education Workshop - Disability Inclusion Capability Building 

Initiatives (Diverse Learners Hub, Inclusion Outreach Coaching, Inclusive Education 

Professional Practice Scholarships) 

Masterclass: “How to be supportive of Neurodivergent Individuals in the workspace” 

Facilitator: Jessica Karamicov, People & Culture Consultant, I CAN

Masterclass: “Work Avoidance, Educational Support Staff and I CAN Resources” 

Facilitator: Madelaine Imber, School Resources Developer, I CAN

Teacher Panel: Discussions in supporting your students & the big wins! 

Guests & Featured
Sponsor Presentations
Student Talks 
I CAN Talks  

       9:30am                   

       9:40am                   

       9:55am                   
       9:50am                   

 9:45am                   

       10:30am                   
       10:35am                   
       10:45am                   

       11:25am                   

       11:00am                   

       10:50am                   
       10:55am                   

       11:15am                   
       11:20am                   

       11:35am                   
       11:50am                   

         1:00pm                   

         1:45pm                   

         2:00pm                   

       12:45am                   

         1:35pm                   
         1:40pm                   

         1:20pm                   
         1:25pm                   

         1:15pm                   

         1:25pm                   

         1:45pm                   

        12:45pm                   

       11:10am                   

       11:30am                   

       10:50am                   
       10:55am                   

       11:20am                   

       11:35am                   
       11:40am                   
       11:45am                   
       11:50am                   

        11:00am                   
        11:05am                   

Lunch - 12:00pm - 12:45pm                   

       Open all day                  

 Open from 10:50am 

Acknowledgement of Country & Housekeeping - Kate Lethlean, I CAN Events
Master of Ceremonies - Gus Murden  
Opening Remarks - Chris Varney, I CAN Founder/Chief Enabler 
Guest Speaker - Tim Richardson MP, State Member for Mordialloc & I CAN Ambassador 
Guest Speaker - Roma Britnell MP, State Member for South-West Coast & I CAN Ambassador
Guest Speaker - Rev Tim Costello AO, I CAN Patron 
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*8.00am - 8.45am - Networking Breakfast 
 For our sponsorship organisations 2 x representatives. 

The Power of Positive Practices: Building Neuro-Affirming 
Classrooms and Schools

11:30AM - 12:00PM

Join us for an interactive session where teachers will connect, share, 
and learn from each other’s experiences. In this session, participants 
will explore key strategies to support neurodivergent learners.

Have your say! - I CAN Student Discussion Groups

12:45PM - 1:15PM 

For students who want to have their say or share their experience 
with I CAN. Join us for an interactive session where students can 
have their say about what they would like to get out of I CAN. Interact 
with other students from programs and share experiences and stories. 
Play some games and participate in a smaller group I CAN session. 

TEACHERS & SUPPORT STAFF  

CALLING ALL STUDENTS

 Open from 11:30am 

       TIME                   

       TIME                   

Our I CAN School® program delivers 8 x 1-hour 
group mentoring sessions for neurodivergent/
autistic students in primary, secondary and specialist 
schools across all locations in Victoria. Our programs 
are proven to increase students’ optimism, belong-
ing, pride and confidence which is why we’re on the 
School Mental Health Menu. What helps us achieve 
this is the 2 x I CAN staff allocated to each school, 
one of whom is neurodivergent/autistic. 

To complement the group mentoring we deliver 
1-hour and 2-hour Professional Development 
workshops for school staff. Our workshops are 
proven to increase the confidence levels of staff to 
support neurodivergent/autistic students. 

In Room 207 you will find a quieter space with sensory-friendly 
objects and activities in which you can recharge your batteries to 
re-engage with the Expo’s talks and exhibits. *Attendees under 18 
years must be accompanied by a supervising adult.

 Open 10am - 2pm 

Our I CAN Online group mentoring programs 
provide peer support to neurodivergent/autistic 
children and young people. Up to nine participants 
connect through common interests and shared 
experiences over a one-hour session facilitated by 
our autistic staff. This child-safe program provides 
a sense of belonging, communication skills and social connection. We offer a range of 
programs in 6-week and 1-week formats as well as Minecraft and Dungeons and 
Dragons Social Server sessions. All programs are NDIS-friendly. 
Our next 6-week cycle starts Oct 27th. For more details click this link
Visit our website via the QR code.

Work With Us
I CAN® is a great place to work! Our 2024 staff survey showed 
that 94% of staff feel satisfied in their job. We hire both 
non-autistic and autistic/neurodivergent staff to work in schools 
and predominantly autistic staff to work online. Minimum 
availability 5-10-hours per week. For the I CAN School® 
program, a driver’s licence and own transport is preferred. 

https://icannetwork.online/schools/
https://icannetwork.online/professional-development/
https://icannetwork.online/online/
https://icannetwork.online/online
https://icannetwork.online/online
https://icannetwork.online/work-with-us/


I CAN® would like to thank I CAN Expo 2025’s major supporters 
Newsboys Foundation, The Australian Department of Social Services, 
our platinum sponsor, The Victorian Department of Education,  
sapphire sponsors ANZ and Amaze and silver sponsors Positive 
Partnerships and OTARC. 

The Victorian Department of Education is responsible for delivering Disability Inclusion, an unprecedented $1.9 billion reform 
designed to increase and improve support for students with disability in Victorian government schools. This year, all Victorian 
government schools have transitioned to the new funding and support model. The reform aims to position Victoria as a national 
leader in inclusive education and make inclusion part of everyday practice in all schools and classrooms. Disability Inclusion includes 

workforce capability-building initiatives, including the Diverse Learners Hub and Autism Education Strategy. The department also partners with I CAN to deliver our I CAN 
School® mentoring program in Victorian government schools. Senior secondary education in Victoria has changed, and you can visit the Senior Secondary booth to learn 
about your pathways and choices to explore your world of passions and talents in Years 11 and 12.

I CAN extends its thanks to the Newsboys 
Foundation who have been supporting 
various I CAN projects since 2016. 
Newsboys has supported young Victorians since 1893, originally as a 
club and now as a grant-making foundation. Newsboys’ vision is that all 
young Victorians have the opportunity to reach their full potential.

The Australian Government has 
been supporting the I CAN Expo 
through its National Disability 
Conference Initiative grants in 
2021, 2023, 2024 and 2025. 

I CAN and Amaze have been collaborating closely since 2014 
to advance the outcomes of autistic Australians. Amaze has 
sponsored our event in 2021, 2022 and 2025. Amaze builds 
autism understanding, influences policy change and provides 
independent, credible information and resources. 

We would like to thank ANZ who have been ongoing, 
proud sponsors of the I CAN Expo, previously hosting our 
event from 2017 to 2019 then again in 2022 to 2024. A 
special thanks goes to the many ANZ volunteers over the years who have rolled up their 
sleeves to help with this event. ANZ runs the Spectrum Program, a workplace initiative to 
recognise and support the talents of autistic individuals.

Positive Partnerships works in partnership 
with families, educators and communities 
to strengthen positive outcomes for autistic 
young people. We deliver high quality 

professional learning and resources through workshops, webinars and online modules for 
parents, carers and school staff.

The Olga Tennison Autism Research Centre offers online 
training for teachers and a school-based program 
enhancing emotional self-regulation in primary school 
students. We also have an extensive research program focused on employment and 
transition to higher education.
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Visit our sponsor exhibits in Melbourne Room 1 and in 
the Foyer to learn about autism support services, peer support 
programs, post-school employment programs and apps.

https://icannetwork.online/i-can-expo/


P.O Box 356, Ashburton 3147 Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
Email: events@icannetwork.com.au
Website: icannetwork.online
ABN: 63 608 173 100 

FACEBOOK - www.facebook.com/theicannetwork  
Join our Facebook community where you can find relevant insights 
into Autism and education. 

YOU TUBE - @icannetworktv
Subscribe to our channel to view student & staff presentations, 
webinars, panel discussions and examples of our programs. 

I CAN Network Ltd. is a Public Benevolent Institution endorsed as a 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) by the Australian Taxation Office. 

INSTAGRAM - @ican_rethinkautism
Our Instagram page is a great way to connect 
with like-minded people 

DONATE TO I CAN® - https://icannetwork.online/donate
Every amount, large or small makes a difference. 

LINKED IN - www.linkedin.com/company/i-can-network  
www.linkedin.com/in/icanceochris-varney 
Professionally connect with staff & Founder/CEO Chris Varney. 

•  Please note there are no refunds for tickets purchased through TryBooking. 

•  Participants under 18 must be accompanied by a supervising school staff 
   member or parent/carer at all times during the Expo event;

•  All I CAN Expo 2025 participants agree to the following: 

	 Avoid taking images/posting images of anyone who is wearing a green 		
	 dot to signal they do not want to be in public images of the event. 

	 Respecting the personal boundaries of all participants in I CAN activities. 

	 Maintaining personal space and that of others when participating in the 
	 I CAN Expo. 

	 Behaving sensitively and respectfully when participating in the I CAN Expo. 

	 Ensuring that the language used is age appropriate and respects personal 	
	 boundaries.

	 Respecting personal and cultural language differences. 

	 Asking for support from a supervising school staff member, parent/carer or 
	 I CAN staff member if required.

•  I CAN staff/contractors and sponsor representatives agree to the following: 

	 Upholding the I CAN Child Safety Policy to ensure a safe and supportive 	
	 environment for participants in the I CAN Program.

	 Asking children if they are happy to participate in activities that involve small 	
	 group or partner work.

*Seek the support of an I CAN staff member if you believe the safety of 
children is at risk.

Thank you for joining us for our 2025 I CAN Expo. To stay up to date with 
what’s in store for 2026, click on one of the links below or on the QR code to 
subscribe to our newsletter. For more details on our programs and services 
visit our website or write to us at: hello@icannetwork.com.au 
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